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Having spent my youth in the West Country, just up the road in 
Bath, it ’s an absolute pleasure to be leading the Tanglwyst 
Cup, as President, to North Somerset for what promises to be a 
phenomenal couple of days of golf.  

Matching up to TC23 will be no mean feat, following (un)
arguably our most enjoyable ever tour to Hungary last June. It 
was perhaps the perfect heady mix of sunshine, (naked) lake 
swims, vineyards, ruin bars, fake Airbnbs, multi - tiered night-
clubs and medium to good quality golf courses – lovely 
stuff.  Undercooked lived up to their name, and in the end it 
was a 3 -0 defeat in the Day 1 fourballs and the searing heat 
and humidity that ultimately cost Nick Cooke ’s team, with the 
spoils shared on each of the remaining days.  

POTY Andrew Mullin (whilst benefitting in the main from some 
stellar partners in Robinson and Hoare) was a begrudgingly 
deserved winner of the golfing award, and one feels may re-
gret performing quite so well now his handicap has been mate-

THE PRESIDENT ’S WEL-
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rially and unilaterally cut by a member of this year ’s opposing 
team. So the trophy and the awards went to the Palinka 
Golfing Association, and I ’m enormously proud to remain unde-
feated as TC Captain since 2011, and 13 tours. But the real acco-
lades go to Hungary, and to our host Alex Laffan, for a trip that 
will live long in the memory – bravo.  

I’d also like to take the opportunity to welcome Ed Pennington 
to his first ever tour, having previously been part of a number 
of our AGM events. Best of luck to you Ed. It would be remiss 
not to also say thank you to Andy Davidson for his unrelenting 
organisation of this year ’s trip. Like a rabid dog frothing at the 
mouth, he ’s gnawed his way through various obstacles to put 
together what looks like a brilliant trip. The proof of course 
though will be in the pudding … 

So North Somerset here we bloody go, with a few ciders in 
hand and a few world class golf courses to look forward to. 
Best of luck to both captains and self -proclaimed returning 
local “legends ”, James Robinson and Andy Davidson. TC24 
between NWF and The Burnham Badgers promises to be a 
tightly - fought affair, and I look forward to presenting the tro-
phy to the deserved winning team.  

DAVID HOARE  

Honorary President  

THE PRESIDENT ’S WEL-
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HUNGARY HOARE FEASTS ON  
UNDERCOOKED RIVALS IN BALA-
TON  

PALINKA GOLFING ASSOCIATION 7.5  

UNDER COOKED 4.5  

When the idea of a Tanglwyst Cup in Hungary was proposed 

some years ago -  to a group that hadn ’t ventured further east 

than Great Yarmouth -  it ’s fair to say it was met with a degree 

of scepticism. But as the sun set over the Danube, and the 

trophies were presented, TC23 was logged in the books as one 

of the finest in it ’s 13 year history.  

It perhaps didn ’t start that way, as the first arrivals into Buda-

pest set foot in the night one accommodation. Memories of 

2017 came flooding back and 6 men were forced to sleep with 

one eye open. But after a day of vineyards, lake swimming, and 

BBQ —all was forgotten and the teams were ready to do battle.  

The up -market Zala Springs provided the opening day venue 

on a sweltering day. With humidity through the roof and bare-

ly an inch of shade, PGA got things underway, led out for by 

their local talisman, Laffan, who in partnership with Edwards 

TC23 REPORT  



 

 

TC24  HANDBOOK  

www.thetanglwystcup.com  

would build an early lead that never be relinquished. It would 

be a similar story in the back group as the formidable pairing 

of Mullin and Hoare surged to a 4up lead early in the back 9, 

eventually running out 3&1 victors. And so, with two losses 

already in the books, the middle match had quickly become a 

must -win for UnderCooked. After 14 holes, the pairing of King 

and Jenkins were on track to deliver the vital point to Captain 

Cooke only to be reeled in by Robinson and Reeve, with Rob-

inson eventually holing an 8 - footer for a 1up win on the 18th.  

On both previous occasions that a team had suffered an open-

ing day shutout, that team had found themselves 6 -0 down 

after day 2. But at Royal Balaton GC, UnderCooked dared to 

believe, with each of Cooke ’s pairings finding themselves up 

during the final 6 hole stretch of their matches. The top 2 

games would eventually end up one -a-piece but with Under-

Cooked ’s final paring of Davidson and King 1up and middle of 

the 18th fairway and PGA ’s approach hooking violently to-

wards jungle, Cooke chalked up the 4 -2 and began to dream of 

a final day charge. That was until Reeve ’s ball ricocheted off 

Cooke ’s golf buggy — turning a lost ball into a greenside putt, 

and destroying any remaining shred of composure within Da-

vidson. 4 -2 soon became 4.5 -1.5 and both sides knew that 

TC23 was all but over as a contest.  

And so it proved. The points were 

shared on a final day singles at Pannonia 

GC with Mullin putting the cherry on the 

cake by recording a second, back - to -

back, hattrick and retaining POTY status 

for another year —the first player to ever 

do so. But it Hungary that was the real 

winner, delivering an all - time classic 

Tanglwyst Cup.  

TC23 REPORT  
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COMBINED  

WINS / LOSSES  

45% /  46%  
22  

HEAD -TO -HEAD  

VS. NWF  

69.5 -  67.5  

HCP  15.3  

APP  11  

4  

W  14  

L  14  

D  5  

ANDY DAVIDSON  (C)  NICK  COOKE  

5.7  HCP  

7  APP  

2 

14  W  

5  L  

2  D  

  

HCP  11  

APP  13  

5  

W  17  

L  19  

D  3  

ANDREW MULLIN  ED PENNINGTON  

5  HCP  

-   APP  

-  

-   W  

-   L  

-   D  

  

HCP  21  

APP  10  

5  

W  11 

L  16  

D  3  

SAM SHIRLEY  JAMES REEVE  

21.5 HCP  

11  APP  

6  

14  W  

17  L  

2  D  

  

THE BURNHAM BADGERS  
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THE BURNHAM BADGERS  

Captain ’s Notes:  

To captain a TC side again is really an honour and a treat,  

especially against an old friend whom I really want to beat!  

The Burnham Badgers are truly a mouth -watering side,  

over north Somerset ’s Fairways we will confidently stride.  

That ’s the Badger will be the team ’s celebratory shout,  

the blend of the talents means we are fit for this bout.  

In Cooke and Mullin we have superb recent form,  

& Pennington has hit past AGMs like a storm.  

Shirls has got a driver he can give an incredible rip,  

and we have seen the deadly Reevo walnut whip  

As for me my swing may be dodgy & my mentals weak,  

but for a TC in my home County I am ready to peak.  

No doubt “Now We ’re Farming ” think their favourites to win,  

but their talent is low, their captain ’s hair is getting thin!  

But in all seriousness I wish the opposition team all the best,  

I think this tour will bring a great golfing test.  

Finally, most of all a TC is about great time with the lads,  

whilst we get a break from the demands at work & as Dads.  

So I look forward to hot tubs, banter, curries & beers,  

and another TC tour we will all remember for years!  

ANDY DAVIDSON  

Captain  
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NW F  

 

  

COMBINED  

WINS / LOSSES  

44% /  46%  
28  

HEAD -TO HEAD  

VS. BADGERS  

67.5 -  69.5  

HCP  11  

APP  13  

8  

W  23  

L  15  

D  1  

JAMES ROBINSON  (C)  DAVID  HOARE  

6.7  HCP  

12  APP  

6  

18  W  

3  L  

5  D  

  

HCP  7.2  

APP  12  

5  

W  16  

L  15  

D  5  

BEN KING  ALEX LAFFAN  

13.5  HCP  

11  APP  

3  

15  W  

13  L  

5  D  

  

HCP  15.3  

APP  13  

3  

W  12  

L  22  

D  5  

GERAINT EDWARDS  RHYS JENKINS  

17.3 HCP  

12  APP  

3  

12  W  

22  L  

2  D  
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NW F  

Captain ’s Notes:  

It ’s an honour to return to the captain role this year and face 

up against an old friend in the county where we first met 30 

years ago. Excitement levels are high coming off the back of 

one of our best ever tours last year and my team selection for 

this year could not have gone any better.  

DH – last year ’s winning captain will be returning as our vice -

captain this year. Arguably the MVP of TC to date and a real 

menace to play against, he will provide a nice contrast to my 

more magnanimous style.  

Chino – another classy player and undoubtedly the MVP of 

operating on a hangover. He is the inspiration for our team 

name and our spiritual leader on and off the course.  

Laff – a steal at third pick, the prodigal son returns home and 

his mother forgives him despite his ruthless domination of her 

on the golf course all summer.  

Ger – another steal at fourth pick, our artist in residence will be 

providing his usual creativity to come up with new and unex-

pected ways of getting inside the heads of Davo and Pots.  

Jenks – his first message to the team was to remind us that we 

will need to win 7 out of the 9 matches he is not involved in 

this week! But despite his obvious mental fragility I know he is 

the most natural sportsman on tour and I have a feeling he is 
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due a POTY performance (you heard it here first).  

Our opposition also look strong individually, with PPT leader 

Cookester up front, but I expect our NWF chemistry to win 

through. Pots is an obvious threat but all his mates are on our 

team, so I see him as more of an undercover agent than an 

adversary. We expect to see some proper golf from Ed but 

how will he cope with the traditional rookie hazing? It will be a 

close match and NWF can ’t wait, here ’s to another legendary 

tour.  

JAMES ROBINSON  

Captain  

NW F  
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PLAYER STATISTICS  

NAME  TOTAL  PAIRS  SNGL  PPT  LAST 10  

JAMES ROBINSON   23.5  14  9.5  1.8  8 - 2 - 0  

DAVID HOARE   20.5  11.5  9  1.7  6 -4 -0  

BEN KING   18.5  12.5  6  1.5  5 -4 -1 

ANDREW MULLIN   18.5  13  5.5  1.4  8 - 2 - 0  

LLOYD GODWIN   17.5  12.5  5  1.5  2-8 -0  

ALEX LAFFAN   17.5  12  5.5  1.6  5 -5-0  

ANDY DAVIDSON   16.5  11  5.5  1.5  5 -3-2 

NICK COOKE   15  8.5   6.5  2.1  8 - 2 - 0  

JAMES REEVE   15  13  2  1.4  4 -5 -1 

GERAINT EDWARDS   14.5  8.5   6  1.1  5 -4 -1 

RHYS JENKINS   13  8.5   4.5  1.1  1-8 -1 

SAM SHIRLEY   12.5  8.5   4  1.3  2-8 -0  

SIMON STOKER   12.5  9   3.5  1.8  6 -1-3  

DAVID MULLIN   11.5  9   2.5  1.9  4 -5 -1 

BRENT PIATTELLI   3  2   1  3  3 -0 -0  

NICK MCDONALD   2  1.5  0.5  2  1-0 -2 

CHRIS WHITE   1.5  0   1.5  0.5  1-7-1 

TIM PILKINGTON   1  1  0  1  1-2-0  

ED PENNINGTON   0  0   0  0  0 -0 -0  
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At the heart of The Tanglwyst Cup ’s (initially branded the ‘The 

Star Cup ’) success are the teams, freshly created each year but 

always sprinkled with underlying ingredients that quickly es-

tablish rivalry. The team format has never altered, but the team 

identities have come a long, long way since the early days...  

TEAM IDENTITY  

▼ INAUGURAL TC ▼ 

▼ TEAM NAMES ▼ 

▼ TEAM LOGOS ▼ 

THE CABER  
TOSSERS  

REAL  
DEAL  

RED OF  
HEAVEN  

PROUD  
EDWARDS ARMY  
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TEAM IDENTITY  

THE GRANDE  
GALOS  

DINAMO  
SAGRES  

▼ JENKINS ON PAT LEAVE ▼ 

▼ JENKINS RETURNS FROM PAT LEAVE ▼ 
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Day 1 — FOURBALLS  
Burnham & Berrow GC  
Thursday 19 th  September  

Type:  Links  
Par:  71 
Yards:  7,023  
NP:  5  
LD:  12 

 
Burnham & Berrow Golf Club was founded in 1890 and soon 

after, they hired a youngster called  J.H. Taylor. His task was to 

be the club ’s first professional and keeper of the greens. One 

of the great triumvirates, Taylor went on to win the  Open 

Championship  five times.  

There is a church in the middle of the course and that in itself 

is unusual. Consequently, over the years, changes have been 

made to the layout to ensure that the faithful congregation 

does not get injured by wayward shots; additionally, some of 

the blind drives have been designed out.  

Burnham is a traditional out -and -back links course and as per 

Darwin ’s introduction, taken from his 1910 book,  The Golf 

COURSE  GUIDE  
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Courses of the British Isles, Burnham is “ringed round with 

sandhills ”, gigantic ones too. It ’s a challenging layout with the 

tumbling fairways laid out in narrow valleys, protected by 

deep pot -bunkers and thick rough. The greens are fairly small, 

requiring precision approach shots and once you are on the 

putting surface, the fun really begins. Burnham ’s undulating, 

slick greens are amongst the very best in the  British Isles.  

There are many notable and varied holes at Burnham, with a 

strong collection of par threes. The first six holes are especially 

good and the back nine is magnificent. Burnham closes with a 

classic 18th, one of the best finishing holes in golf, a dogleg left 

over dunes and an intimidating long second shot across anoth-

er ridge of dunes towards a green protected by deep threaten-

ing pot -bunkers.  

Burnham has played host to many important amateur champi-

onships over the years and the course is regularly used 

for  Open Championship  qualification. A round at Burnham & 

Berrow is an absolute must for links purists and comparatively 

good value too for such a quality course in these times of 

escalating green fees.  

COURSE GUIDE  
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COURSE  GUIDE  

Day 2 — GREENSOMES  
Weston Super Mare GC  
Friday 20 th  September  

Type:  Links  
Par:  70  
Yards:  6,169  
NP:  3  
LD:  9  

 
The prolific course architect Tom Dunn was a very busy man 

during the 1980s, designing layouts at Woking, Shering-

ham,  Royal Wimbledon,  Royal Worlington & Newmarket  and 

here at Weston -Super -Mare where his survey report concluded 

“that on the land situated between the Royal Sanatorium and 

Slimridge Farm, a Golf Link may be formed second to none in 

the world. There are a number of natural hazards and the turf 

throughout is of excellent quality ”. 

Weston -Super -Mare Golf Club is a seaside course, lying to the 

south of Weston -Super -Mare Bay, with wonderful views across 

the Bristol Channel, past Brean Down, Steep Holm and Flat 

Holm towards Cardiff and the sandy soil of the fairways allows 
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golfers to use medal tees and normal greens all year round.  

The five par threes (at 3, 7, 11, 14 and 17) are all beautifully 

bunkered short holes (as one might expect from a MacKenzie 

design, of course) and a trio of par fives complement these 

one -shot holes, two of which (the 461 -yard 8th and 456 -yard 

13th) are well within birdie range.  

“Road Hole, ” the 458 -yard, par four 15th is the signature hole 

on the scorecard and it does have similarities with the famous 

17th at the  Old Course  as it begins with a blind tee shot with 

out of bounds down the right and a fairway that leads to an 

offset green protected by a treacherous bunker at the front 

corner.  

 

COURSE  GUIDE  
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COURSE  GUIDE  

 

Day 3 — SINGLES  
Enmore Park GC  
Saturday 21 st  September  

Type:  Parkland  
Par:  71 
Yards:  6,426  
NP:  15 
LD:  6  

 
Located nine miles north of Taunton, on the edge of the Quan-

tock Hills, the course at Enmore Park Golf Club is a 1972 Fred 

W. Hawtree design. The club was formed in 1906 at nearby 

Cannington before moving to its current site in 1932, where a 9

-hole layout was brought into play. Forty years later, additional 

land was purchased to allow an expansion to 18 holes.  

Today, the course extends to 6,453 yards from the back tees 

and par is set at 71. A brook and several connecting ponds 

come into play on five of the holes. Tree - lined fairways are laid 

out on a compact 100 -acre property, with holes on the back 

nine contained within a front nine that ’s routed around the 

perimeter of the property.  
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Feature holes include the 491 -yard 6th, the only par five on the 

outward half; the long uphill 10th (rated stroke index 1) where 

birdies are very hard to come by; and the final short hole on 

the scorecard at the 185 -yard 15th, with water lying in wait to 

the front and right of the green for those who fail to reach the 

putting surface with their tee shot.  

In 2011, the club co -hosted the Boys Amateur Championship 

with Burnham & Berrow, which Devon's Harrison Greenberry 

won.  



TC24 HANDBOOK  

 www.thetanglwystcup.com  

This year Ed Pennington becomes the 19th player to appear in 

the Tanglwyst Cup Matches over its illustrious 14 year history.  

But who is Ed? What does this mean to him, and what can his 

fellow tourists expect? TC24 tour secretary, Andy Davidson, 

caught up with him shortly before tour to find out.  

Q. Describe the emotions as you approach a TC debut?  

I am proud and honoured to make my debut at the fourteenth 

outing of the TC. I have had to admire this from afar / Insta-

gram for thirteen years but excited to finally get inside the 

ropes. When I pull on The Burnham Badgers jersey on Thurs-

day at Burnham, the nerves will be there, but so will my army 

of Badgers. In the words of Seve, "When you play for so many, 

it makes you strong."  

 

Q. What is your finest golfing achievement?  

Winning the 2015 TC AGM by 16 stableford points (24 shots 

gross).  

 

Q. Which pro golfer, past or 

present, is closest to your golf 

game?  

Shane Lowry. I love links golf, I 

love Guinness, and I love the 

glorious game. Like Shane, I gain 

my shots on the field with my 

approach play, which makes up 

for the below average distance I 

have throughout the bag.  

 

Q. What do you hope to bring to tour off the course?  

Go hard and go home. I ’m a big fan of starting early and finish-

A PENNY  FOR HIS THOUGHTS  
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ing early. The best beers are drunk during or directly following 

golf. I get very giddy with excitement at the thought of that 

and fail to pace myself. That said, I am good at pulling the rip 

cord when I hit peak consumption.  

I also like playing a game of pick a year and guess the world 

top 10 OGWR and major winners. You might want to avoid me 

if this is not your thing or if you just want to have fun.  

 

Q. If someone is rooming with you on tour, what is most 

likely to annoy them?  

I probably have a gluten intolerance but am not currently in-

terested in addressing it so be prepared for atmospheric dis-

turbances if rooming with me.  

 

Q. Is there anything else you think the lads should know 

about you?  

For reasons mentioned above, come find me if you want an 

early beer or an early taxi home.  

A PENNY  FOR HIS THOUGHTS  
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RECORDS ON THE LINE  

Only once has a team emerged 

victorious without ROBINSON  or 

HOARE  being on it. ROBINSON 

will have his eyes set on an un-

precedented 9th star.  

HOARE is also the only player 

that can catch ROBINSON  as the 

all - time leading points scorer, 

requiring a hattrick against a 

ROBINSON  bagel to draw level.  

Having won back - to -back hat-

tricks (and 8 of his last 9), 

MULLIN  has the opportunity to 

repeat COOKE ’s 2018 -20 three -

peat.  

JENKINS  is seeking a day 1 

victory to end his active losing 

streak one short of the record of 

8. EDWARDS ’ holds that record 

as well as the winless streak 

record but JENKINS  has until 2028 to 

avoid breaking the latter — the omens 

are good too as he ’s amassed more 

points in Olympic years (7.5/9) than all 

other years combined (5.5/27).  

Following GODDERS ’ departure, only 3 

players have now appeared in all TCs.  

DAVIDSON  is yet to captain a team to 

victory, despite two previous attempts.  
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TEAM  SCRIPTING  

 

ALTERNATES  PRIMARY  

PRIMARY  ALTERNATES  
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Following on from a significant improvement in recent years, 

the players are once again reminded of the necessity to ensure 

a reasonable pace -of -play during this year ’s matches. 4 hours 

should be the maximum length of each round  and we ’ll be 

expected to go significantly quicker than that during the four-

somes matches.  

One player in each group shall oversee the pace of play with a 

general rule of 3 holes per 40 minutes. Nightly fines will be 

issued to all players involved in a non -compliant group. The 

Enforcer will decide on the severity of these fines with a multi-

plier rule for multiple offences.  

Further rules...  

1. The Committee is formed of an Honorary President, a 

Secretary and a Treasurer.  

2.  The Medicine Man, appointed by the Committee, will be on 

duty at all times and will always know the best cure for 

your symptoms.  

3.  The Enforcer, appointed by the President, will distribute 

fines and punishments.  

4.  Recon – the official helper and appointed by the Secretary 

-  is a pivotal role to ensure that everything runs as 

smoothly as possible. A good Recon will always be think-

ing one step ahead.  

5.  The Kitty Man, appointed by the Treasurer, will maintain 

the kitty and take responsibility for the purchase of bever-

ages. Never refuse to pay the Kitty Man.  

6.  The Choirboy, appointed by the committee, will be in 

charge of songs and entertainment.  

7.  The Peer Mediator, appointed by the Enforcer, will help to 

resolve disputes and report any crimes to the Enforcer.  

8.  Mates above all else.  

9.  Captains ’ match picks will be handed to the Secretary and 

TANGLWYST CUP RULES  
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announced on the eve of each 

round of matches.  

10. No two team mates shall be paired 

together for both fourballs and 

greensomes.  

11. Tanglwyst matches are played according to the world 

handicap system. Each player ’s WGH index must be ad-

justed for each course ’s slope rating. Per WGH, 100% 

handicaps will be used for singles, 90% handicaps for 

fourballs and the full difference between each pairs ’ 

greensomes handicap* will be used for greensomes.  

12. The R&A rules of golf apply to all matches, including rules 

regarding lost balls, out -of -bounds, etc.  

13. Golf apps and range finders are permitted on the course.  

14. The ‘willies out ’ rule is in operation.  

15. Player of the year, Clubman of the Year, Yip of the Year 

and Course of the Year will be decided by a vote following 

TANGLWYST CUP RULES  
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A TC  FOR THE AGES  
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A TC  FOR THE AGES  
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PLAYER AWARDS  

YEAR  POTY  COTY  YOTY  

2011 HOARE  GODWIN  DAVIDSON  

2012  JENKINS  LAFFAN  LAFFAN  

2013  STOKER  ROBINSON  PILKO  

2014  KING  DAVIDSON  A.MULLIN  

2015  SHIRLEY  KING  LAFFAN  

2016  REEVE  EDWARDS  HOARE  

2017  ROBINSON  JENKINS  ROBINSON  

2018  COOKE  EDWARDS  WHITE  

2019  DAVIDSON  JENKINS  
ENGLAND 

RUGBY  

2020  COOKE  LAFFAN  COVID -19 

2021  EDWARDS  JENKINS  PEA  

2022  A.MULLIN  DAVIDSON  COOKE  

2023  A.MULLIN  LAFFAN  LAFFAN  




