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It is an honour to serve as president this year after sneaking the win 

last year in Somerset. Thanks to Dave for holding his nerve at the 

death to get us over the line! This year sees Shirls take on Pots. 

Shirls will be dusting off his clubs for the first time since he walked 

off the 18th  at Enmore while Pots will be coming in hot from another 

year spent honing his skills on the Scottish links. But this is a game 

played mostly between the ears, where Pots is particularly fragile, 

so as always it will be impossible to call. We return to East Anglia 

for the third time but it will be our first visit to the Suffolk coast. I'm 

particularly excited to play the historic Aldeburgh golf club and visit 

some of the traditional watering holes nearby. The real highlight will 

of course be the return of Godders after a year off following his 

move to Australia. Incredible effort by him to come back for the 

tour this year and I'm sure it will be worth his while as it promises to 

be another classic edition of this famous tournament.  

JAMES ROBINSON  

Honorary President  

THE PRESIDENT ’S WELCOME  
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BADGERS CULLED IN SOMERSET  

THE BURNHAM BADGERS 5.5  

NOW WE ’RE FARMING  6.5  

Just across the water from Porthcawl — site of the first matches in 

2011— The Tanglwyst Cup made its first venture to the West Coun-

try for its 14th iteration, in Somerset. New kid on the block, Pen-

nington, was welcomed in for his long awaited call -up to TC proper 

whilst stalwarts Edwards, Robinson and Mullin maintained their 

100% participation record  

Burnham & Berrow, longtime venue for The Open qualifying, played 

host for the opening fourballs on a picture perfect afternoon. On a 

tough course, the last 2 matches were each only ever led by one 

team whereas the front match was a ding -dong affair that seemed 

to be heading in the Badger ’s favour until a par -par finish from 

NWF ’s pairing of Laffan and Edwards clawed them back from 

dormy 2 to earn a half - point. The result —for only the second time 

ever, and first time since 2016 —was a halved opening day.  

Weston Super Mare offered up an equally sunny but significantly 

friendlier challenge on day two. However, that made little difference 

to Jenkins who, in the lead -out group and with the all - time consec-

utiv e lo sses  rec o rd  o n the line , b attle d  w ith  d em o ns  p o ss ib ly  nev er 

before seen at TC. And so, despite playing partner Hoare not hav-

ing missed a shot, they found themselves 3 down after 3. Thanks to 

TC24 REPORT  
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continued excellence from Hoare with occasional contributions on 

the green from Jenkins —the NWF pair kept within touching dis-

tance of opponents Cooke and Davidson and sensed a pivotable 

moment when Cooke hit an approach to the 13th agonisingly long. 

Two duffed chips later and the matched flipped on its head as NWF 

won 4 in 5 holes before a befitting conclusion as NWF looked to 

have blown their advantage on the 17th before Jenkins rescued 

with a 20ft putt to close out the match. As the front group drama 

unfolded, NWF closed out two further wins in the matches behind 

to open up a 3 point overnight lead.  

No team has ever overturned a day 2 deficit to win a TC and so the 

odds were stacked against the Badgers as they arrived at Enmore 

Park. The usual day 3 scrambling for waterproofs, second gloves 

and buggies ensued as the heavens opened in spectacular fashion 

ahead of the singles matches teeing off. A well matched set of 

singles matches gave a glimmer of hope to Davidson ’s men who 

took that belief out onto the course. The top four matches were 

tight affairs throughout and, through 14 holes respectively, the 

Badgers found themselves up in 5 of the 6 matches. They would go 

on to close out 3 of those with holes to spare, whilst NWF had 

claimed only a solitary point to leave the score at 5.5 -4.5 with just 

TC24 REPORT  
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the middle matches still left out on the course.  As those matches 

went up the short par -4 17th hole, Badgers ’ Mullin led Hoare 1 up 

whilst Davidson and Laffan remained all square. After Davidson had 

topped his approach to a gimme par and with Mullin also in close 

for a par it left both NWF players with medium length putts to 

avoid heading to 18 down in both matches. These are the moments 

in which TCs are won and lost and the NWF pair sensed it as Hoare 

holed his ~20ft birdie putt followed by Laffan —still reeling from 

Davidson ’s previous shot — who holed a clutch par putt to leave 

both matches all -square on the 18th tee. As exciting as the 17th had 

been, the 18th would prove somewhat anti -climatic as the greatest 

of comebacks was finally halted by a regulation par from Hoare that 

could not be matched by Mullin. Davidson would eek out a victory 

in the other match but NWF had already reached the holy grail of 

6.5 points —earning Captain Robinson his 9th star.  

 

RHYS JENKINS  

Treasurer  

TC24 REPORT  
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TANGLWYST THROUGH THE YEARS  
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COMBINED  

WINS / LOSSES  

44% /  45%  
28  

HEAD -TO -HEAD  

VS. THIN TO WIN  

70 -  54  

HCP  11  

APP  14  

5  

W  17  

L  21  

D  4  

ANDREW MULLIN  (C)  ALEX  HARVIE  

1.0  HCP  

-   APP  

-  

-   W  

-   L  

-   D  

  

HCP  7.2  

APP  13  

6  

W  18  

L  16  

D  5  

BEN KING  JAMES ROBINSON  

11  HCP  

14  APP  

9  

24  W  

17  L  

1  D  

  

HCP  15.3  

APP  14  

4  

W  14  

L  22  

D  6  

GERAINT EDWARDS  ANDY DAVIDSON  

15.3  HCP  

12  APP  

4  

16  W  

15  L  

5  D  

  

PHEONIX  KNIGHTS  
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PHOENIX  KNIGHTS  

Captain ’s Notes:  

Welcome to TCXV!  

 

Once again, we gather for the noble tradition of The Tanglwyst 

Cup. A competition forged in the fires of friendly rivalry and ag-

gressively celebrated 2 - foot putts to halve a hole.  

 

As captain of the Phoenix Knights, I'm delighted to welcome Chi-

nos, James, Ger and Andy to the team! I'm supremely confident 

that we have the right blend of talent and intangibles, which will 

enable us to seize our chance to make history and win the Cup!  

 

To our opponents, we expect a hard fought set of matches, played 

in a great spirit. More importantly though, we look forward to the 

post round beers and laughs that will follow.  

 

Here's to three days of great golf, memorable moments and a con-

test worthy of the Tanglwyst Cup's spirit.  

 

Play well, play boldly!  

 

ANDREW MULLIN  

Captain  
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THIN TO VIN  

 

  

COMBINED  

WINS / LOSSES  

44% /  47%  
20  

HEAD -TO HEAD  

VS. PHEONIX KNIGHTS  

54 -  70  

HCP  21  

APP  11  

5  

W  13  

L  17  

D  3  

SAM SHIRLEY  (C)  NICK  COOKE  

5.7  HCP  

8  APP  

2 

15  W  

6  L  

3  D  

  

HCP  5  

APP  1  

-  

W  1  

L  2  

D  -  

ED PENNINGTON  LLOYD GODWIN  

11  HCP  

12  APP  

5  

17  W  

18  L  

1  D  

  

HCP  13.5  

APP  12  

4  

W  16  

L  14  

D  6  

ALEX LAFFAN  RHYS JENKINS  

17.3 HCP  

13  APP  

4  

13  W  

24  L  

2  D  
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THIN TO VIN  

Captain ’s Notes:  

When you have a  team composed of natural leaders, a traditional 

captain ’s message feels somewhat redundant (and frankly, it ’s a 

long time since I have had to think about one). Each of my team 

knows what is required, and will approach the week with focus and 

quiet confidence. No beer cans needed, heckles not required. The 

lineup speaks for itself:  

► Laff is only attending half of the event, such is his confidence in 

his ability. He doesn ’t need all three days to win —just enough to 

remind us who ’s boss.  

► Cookester missed the Ryder Cup —whether it was Trump ’s immi-

gration views or a questionable background check, we ’ll never 

know. What matters is he ’s here now, and ready to dominate.  

► Penny has been honing in his quiz skills given his golf is already 

at a pinnacle.  

► Godders is flying in from Australia, crossing hemispheres in 

pursuit of glory and Guinness. That ’s commitment.  

► Jenks has been quietly putting in the hours in Abu Dhabi —

expect him to arrive well -prepared and ready to surprise a few.  

As for the captain, I have taken the usual, slightly unconventional 

approach to preparation. Through a carefully devised and unrelent-

ing programme of refinement, I have completed no fewer than two 

full rounds of golf since last year; pure efficiency.  

No further messages needed. No pep talks required.  

Just a team of leaders, ready to write another big win.  

SAM SHIRLEY  

Captain  
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RECORDS ON THE LINE  

Only once has a team 

emerged victorious with-

out ROBINSON  or HOARE  

being on it. ROBINSON 

will have his eyes set on an 

unprecedented 10th star 

having only ever tasted 

defeat twice.  Meanwhile, 

COOKE  is searching for 

his first star since 2018.  

The TCXV teams are sta-

tistically the most lopsided 

in history with THE PHEONIX KNIGHTS ’ 28 stars to THIN TO VIN ’S  

20 and a head -to -head of 70 -54 in TC points.  

After recording his first hattrick since the inaugural TC, HOARE has 

closed to within one point of ROBINSON  as the all - time leading 

points scorer.  

MULLIN  followed up back -to -back hattricks with a winless 2024 

but avoided a record 6th bagel. JENKINS  equalled EDWARDS ’ 

record of 8 consecutive defeats before eventually getting a win on 

day 2 in 2024, thus ensuring that EDWARDS ’ all - time winless 

streak of 16 lives on. HOARE  

holds the longest active winning/

undefeated streak  of 4.  

KING  is still on a quest for his first 

ever hattrick —is this the year 

where he prioritises a 3 -0 over 

the beer.  

Neither MULLIN  or SHIRLEY  have 

ever been a losing captain. DA-

VIDSON  failed, yet again, to lead 

a team to victory in 2024 — his 

third attempt at doing so.  
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TEAM  SCRIPTING  

 

ALTERNATES  PRIMARY  

PRIMARY  ALTERNATES  
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A WESTON SUPER TC24  
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A WESTON SUPER TC24  
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As TC marks its 15th year we look back at some of the key statistics 

that have defined the competition:  

# Players:  19 

# Courses played:  42  

# Links courses played:  17 

Locations:  

Wales | England (8) | USA | Scotland | France | Portugal | Hungary  

Team colours:  

Red (4) | Blue (7) | Green (2) | Yellow (1) | Orange (1) | Teal (2) | 

Purple (1) | Grey (4) | Black (3) | White (2) | Beige (1)  

Session clean - sweeps:  8  

Matches to go down the 18th:  54 (32%)  

Matches halved:  17 (10%)  

Matches won by the 14th:  28 (17%)  

Longest individual win streak:  9 (Cooke)  

Longest individual winless streak: 16 (Edwards)  

Best pairs record: 4 -0 -0 (Mullin & Mullin)  

Worst pairs record: 0 -4 -0 (Mullin & Jenkins)  

# Hattricks:  23  

# Bagels:  29  

Players with most hattricks:  Robinson & Cooke (3)  

Player with no hattricks (>3 apps.):  King  

Players with most bagels:  Jenkins & Mullin (5)  

Player with no bagels (>3 apps.):  Hoare & Cooke  

Players yet to win POTY (>3 apps.):  D.Mullin, Godwin, Laffan  

15 YEARS OF HISTORY  
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15 YEARS OF HISTORY  

#1 TC: 2012  

#1 Kits:  2013  

#1 Beers: 2023  

#1 Course: 2018 R1  

#1 TC: 2011  

#1 Kits:  2022  

#1 Beers: 2014  

#1 Course: 2011 R1  

#1 TC: 2013  

#1 Kits:  2019  

#1 Beers: 2012  

#1 Course: 2014 R1  

#1 TC: 2013  

#1 Kits:  2013  

#1 Beers: 2023  

#1 Course: 2013 R2  

#1 TC: 2011  

#1 Kits:  2022  

#1 Beers: 2012  

#1 Course: 2011 R1  

#1 TC: 2021  

#1 Kits:  2017  

#1 Beers: 2012  

#1 Course: 2020 R2  

#1 TC: 2013  

#1 Kits:  2013  

#1 Beers: 2013  

#1 Course: 2013 R1  

#1 TC: 2011  

#1 Kits:  2013  

#1 Beers: 2023  

#1 Course: 2015 R1  

#1 TC: 2023  

#1 Kits:  2015  

#1 Beers: 2012  

#1 Course: 2015 R1  

#1 TC: 2011  

#1 Kits:  2020  

#1 Beers: 2013  

#1 Course: 2021 R2  

#1 TC: 2023  

#1 Kits:  2015  

#1 Beers: 2012  

#1 Course: 2024 R1  

#1 TC: 2013  

#1 Kits:  2016  

#1 Beers: 2012  

#1 Course: 2015 R1  

Overall: TC: 2011/13 | Kits: 2013 | Beers: 2012 | Course: 2015 R1  

Since the matches of 2011 (11 point victory for blues) each team of 

players has amassed a total of 97 points each in the years since.  
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Day 1 — FOURBALLS  
Woodbridge GC  
Thursday 9 th  October  

Type:  Heathland  
Par:  70  
Yards:  6,469  
NP:  15 
LD:  8  
 
Founded in 1893, the formation of Woodbridge Golf Club was en-

tirely due to Major Howey, who originally laid out six holes on park-

land in front of his house. Intent on creating a first class course, the 

Major enlisted Davie Grant – the famous North Berwick professional 

– to find suitable land. Bromeswell Heath was eventually identified 

and the club moved to the heath. In 1908 a certain Mr Fryer rede-

signed the course and, some twenty years later, James Braid 

stepped in to reshape Woodbridge. Subsequently Fred W. Hawtree 

made further modifications to the layout.  

“The best course in Suffolk today is, I think, an inland one, Wood-

bridge, though I say this with diffidence and with great respect for 

its friendly rival, Aldeburgh, which is likewise excellent, ” wrote 

Bernard Darwin in The Golf Courses of Great Britain. “Woodbridge 

has everything in the world that one could desire except the sea. It 

has sand and bracken and gorse, beautiful turf and the smoothest 

COURSE  GUIDE  
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of greens. There is a delightful feeling of being on a hill - top, there is 

a fine big view, and there is peace and quiet and rusticity. ” 

Measuring 6,299 yards from the medal tees, the Heath course is not 

long, but the golf is truly engaging. There isn ’t a single poor hole on 

the course; many are excellent, varied and entertaining. Make your 

score on the front nine where there are two par fives, the back nine 

is a tough prospect with four par fours measuring in excess of 400 

yards. The 14th, called “St Andrews Hill ”, is one of our favourite two

-shotters with its well -guarded two -tiered green. The 15th is a 

cracking one - shot hole which requires a well struck mid iron to 

reach the sanctuary of the elevated green which is jealously pro-

tected by six bunkers.  

Martin Hawtree completed a bunker refurbishment project in 2020, 

with a dozen sand hazards completely rebuilt. At the same time, 

contractors removed gorse, scrub and trees in line with a long -term 

strategic plan developed by its STRI agronomist.  

COURSE GUIDE  
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COURSE  GUIDE  

Day 2 — FOURSOMES  
Aldeburgh GC  
Friday 10 th  October  

Type:  Heathland  
Par:  70  
Yards:  6,916  
NP:  3  
LD:  18 
 
Founded in 1884, Aldeburgh Golf Club is one of the oldest golf 

clubs in Suffolk and is separated from the tidal Alde estuary by an 

unusual strip of coastal heathland. Although the Championship 

course itself is ostensibly heathland, its close proximity to the estu-

ary and the North Sea provides a salty whiff of sea air.  

Aldeburgh was originally designed by John Thompson and Willie 

Fernie and modified at the turn of the 20th century by Willie Park 

Junior and J.H.Taylor. Hugh Alison and Harry Colt made further 

modifications to the course in the 1920s. Benjamin Britten once 

lived close to the course, bringing fame to the town through the 

internationally renowned music festivals at Snape Maltings.  

Playing Aldeburgh, you will be presented with beautiful narrow 

fairways weaving their way between bright yellow gorse. You will 

be hard - pressed to find such an awe - inspiring sight at any golf 
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course. Clearly, you need to be on top of your game. Looking for 

golf balls in this terrain is a painful business. "I am also very fond of 

Aldeburgh," wrote Darwin, "though now and again when I am sore 

and spiky from sitting in gorse bushes, and hot and tired from 

searching for my ball, I could wish there was just a little less gorse."  

Deep, sleeper - faced bunkers protect some of the greens. Combine 

this with the ever -changing wind and you are presented with an 

excellent a golfing challenge. Or as Darwin said: "I know no course 

more likely to teach driving accuracy. There is nearly always a wind 

on that most pleasant heath, and there are very often avenues of 

gorse, and you simply must keep straight."  

Aldeburgh is a traditional two -ball club; foursomes, not three or 

four -ball play is the order of the day. Aldeburgh Golf Club has host-

ed a number of important ladies and men ’s amateur events over the 

years, but it ’s a course the average handicap golfer will also enjoy 

enormously.  

 

 

COURSE  GUIDE  
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COURSE  GUIDE  

 

Day 3 — SINGLES  
Halesworth GC  
Saturday 11 th  October  

Type:  Parkland  
Par:  72  
Yards:  6,512  
NP:  11 
LD:  18 
 
Halesworth Golf is  a well - regarded golf club situated in 190 acres of 

scenic Suffolk countryside, offering facilities for players of all levels. 

The club is located near the Suffolk heritage coast and features two 

courses, a modern clubhouse, and various practice facilities.  

The club's history extends back to 1990, when the original 18 -hole 

course was first opened. Known as The Blyth, the 18 hole Champi-

onship Course is A 6,523 -yard, par -72 course that offers a challeng-

ing game for experienced players. It is well -maintained year -round, 

with lush fairways, true greens, and no temporary greens or tees 

during the winter months. The course was recently redesigned and 

is known for its excellent upkeep.  

The club offers a variety of practice options, including a floodlit, 

driving range, a putting green, and a chipping green. The club 

house features a bar/restaurant with scenic views of the course.  
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PLAYER STATISTICS  

NAME  TOTAL  PAIRS  SNGL  PPT  LAST 10  

JAMES ROBINSON  24.5  15 9.5  1.8 6 -4 -0  

DAVID HOARE  23.5  13.5 10 1.8 7-3 -0  

BEN KING  20.5  14.5  6  1.6 6 -3-1 

ANDREW MULLIN  19 13.5 5.5  1.4 6 -3-1 

ALEX LAFFAN  19 13.5 5.5  1.6 4 -5 -1 

ANDY DAVIDSON  18.5 12 6.5  1.5 6 -3-1 

LLOYD GODWIN  17.5 12.5 5  1.5 2- 8 -0  

GERAINT EDWARDS  17 10 7 1.2 5-3- 2 

NICK COOKE  16.5 9  7.5  2.1 6 -3-1 

JAMES REEVE  15 13 2 1.3 3-6 -1 

SAM SHIRLEY  14.5  9.5  5  1.3 3-7-0  

RHYS JENKINS  14 9.5  4.5  1.1 1- 9 -0  

SIMON STOKER  12.5 9  3.5  1.8 6 -1-3  

DAVID MULLIN  11.5 9  2.5  1.9 4 -5 -1 

BRENT PIATTELLI  3  2 1 3  3-0 -0  

NICK MCDONALD  2 1.5 0.5  2 1- 0 -2  

CHRIS WHITE  1.5 0  1.5 0.5  1- 7-1 

ED PENNINGTON  1 0  1 1 1- 2-0  

TIM PILKINGTON  1 1 0  1 1- 2-0  
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Following on from a significant improvement in recent years, the 

players are once again reminded of the necessity to ensure a rea-

sonable pace -of -play during this year ’s matches. 4 hours should be 

the maximum length of each round  and we ’ll be expected to go 

significantly quicker than that during the foursomes matches.  

One player in each group shall oversee the pace of play with a 

general rule of 3 holes per 40 minutes. Nightly fines will be issued 

to all players involved in a non -compliant group. The Enforcer will 

decide on the severity of these fines with a multiplier rule for multi-

ple offences.  

Further rules...  

1. The Committee is formed of an Honorary President, a Secre-

tary and a Treasurer.  

2.  The Medicine Man, appointed by the Committee, will be on 

duty at all times and will always know the best cure for your 

symptoms.  

3.  The Enforcer, appointed by the President, will distribute fines 

and punishments.  

4.  Recon – the official helper and appointed by the Secretary -  is 

a pivotal role to ensure that everything runs as smoothly as 

possible. A good Recon will always be thinking one step ahead.  

5.  The Kitty Man, appointed by the Treasurer, will maintain the 

kitty and take responsibility for the purchase of beverages. 

Never refuse to pay the Kitty Man.  

6.  The Choirboy, appointed by the committee, will be in charge of 

songs and entertainment.  

7.  The Peer Mediator, appointed by the Enforcer, will help to 

resolve disputes and report any crimes to the Enforcer.  

8.  Mates above all else.  

9.  Captains ’ match picks will be handed to the Secretary and 

announced on the eve of each round of matches.  

10. No two team mates shall be paired together for both fourballs 

and greensomes.  

11. Tanglwyst matches are played according to the world handi-

TANGLWYST CUP RULES  
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cap system. Each player ’s WGH index 

must be adjusted for each course ’s 

slope rating. Per WGH, 100% handi-

caps will be used for singles, 90% 

handicaps for fourballs and the full difference between each 

pairs ’ greensomes handicap* will be used for greensomes.  

12. The R&A rules of golf apply to all matches, including rules 

regarding lost balls, out -of -bounds, etc.  

13. Golf apps and range finders are permitted on the course.  

14. The ‘willies out ’ rule is in operation.  

15. Player of the year, Clubman of the Year, Yip of the Year and 

Course of the Year will be decided by a vote following the 

conclusion of Round 3.  

16. Failure to produce your Tanglwyst Handbook when requested 

by the Committee/Enforcer will result in a fine.  

* Please refer to the Greensomes Handicap Conversion Table: 

TANGLWYST CUP RULES  
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PLAYER AWARDS  

YEAR  POTY  COTY  YOTY  

2011 HOARE  GODWIN  DAVIDSON  

2012  JENKINS  LAFFAN  LAFFAN  

2013  STOKER  ROBINSON  PILKO  

2014  KING  DAVIDSON  A.MULLIN  

2015  SHIRLEY  KING  LAFFAN  

2016  REEVE  EDWARDS  HOARE  

2017  ROBINSON  JENKINS  ROBINSON  

2018  COOKE  EDWARDS  WHITE  

2019  DAVIDSON  JENKINS  
ENGLAND 

RUGBY  

2020  COOKE  LAFFAN  COVID -19 

2021  EDWARDS  JENKINS  PEA  

2022  A.MULLIN  DAVIDSON  COOKE  

2023  A.MULLIN  LAFFAN  LAFFAN  

2024  HOARE  DAVIDSON  DAVIDSON  




